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TN THK CLAIMS 

Kindly cancel claims 21-28 without prejudice or disclaimer as to the merits of the 
subject matter contained therein. 

Kindly amend claims 1, 4, 11, 14, 15 and 20 as follows: 



Claim 1 (amended)- A paint ball loading and firing apparatus comprising in 

\ 

combination: 

a source of compressed gas; 

an elongate fMngchamber having a barrel at a first end for release of a Fired paint 

ball and a removable back plug at a second rear end opposite said first end, said second 

rear end adapted to be at least partially open to an exterior of the apparatus when said 

back plug is removed; >v 

a paint ball loading hole in said firing chamber, said loading hole located between 

said back plug and said barrel; and \^ 

a selectively openable gas path between ^aid^source of compressed gas and said 

firing chamber. 

Claim 4 (amended) - A paint ball loading and firing apparatus comprising in 

combination: 

a source of compassed gas; 

an elongate firing chamber having a barrel at a first end for release of a tired paint 
ball and a removable back plug^t a second end opposite said first end; 

a paint ball loading hole in said firing chamber, said loading hole located between 
said back plug and said barrel; 

a selectively openable gas path between said source of compressed gas and said 

firing chamber; 

wherein a door is located adjacent said leading hole, said door having an open 
position with said loading hole exposed to allow a^paint ball to pass into said firing 
chamber and a closed position with said door blocking passage of paint balls into said 
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firing chamber; 

wherein said door is controlled so that said door is restricted to said closed 
position whSsaid selectively openable gas path is opened and compressed gas enters 

said firing chamber^-and 

wherein said dooxslides between said open position and said closed position 
within a door slot, said doo^slot restricting said door to sliding motion between said 
sn position and sa id closed position. 

Claim 11 (amended)- A paint ball loading and firing apparatus comprising in 

combination: 

a source decompressed gas; 

an elongate firing chamber having a barrel at a first end for release of a fired paint 
ball and a removableWk plug at a second end opposite said first end; 

a paint ball loadmghole in said firing chamber, said loading hole located between 

said back plug and said barrel; 

a selectively openable\gas path between said source of compressed gas and said 

firing chamber; \ 

wherein a door is located Adjacent said loading hole, said door having an open 
position with said loading hole exposed to allow a paint ball to pass into said firing 
chamber and a closed position with said\door blocking passage of paint balls into said 
firing chamber; \ 

wherein a trigger is provided which is manually toggleable by a user, said trigger 
configured to move a unity bracket controlling flow of compressed gas along said gas 
path and controlling movement of said door between said open position and said closed 

position; and \ 

wherein said trigger manually adjusts flow of compressed air through a 3-way 
valve with compressed air flow from said 3-way valve controlling a position of a ram 
including a piston traveling within a cylindrical blind boieWid piston of said ram 
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coupled to\aid unity bracket for control of a position of said door and gas flow along 
said gas path. 



lit 



Claim 14 (amended) - A paint ball marker, comprising in combination: 

a grip; \ 
a trigger; \ 

a compressed gas source; 

a firing chamber, said firing chamber being hollow between a back plug and a 
barrel through which a paint ball is fired; 

a gas path extending between said compressed gas source and an entrance into 
said firing chamber, said gay ath including at least one valve thereon, said valve at least 
partially controlled by said trigger; 

a loading hole in said firW chamber forward of said back plug, said loading hole 
passing laterally into said firing chamber, said loading hole at least as large as a paint ball 
to be fired out of said firing chamber^and 

a door adapted to move laterally relative to a center line of said firing chamber 
between a closed position adjacent saidMoading hole and an open position spaced from 

said loading hole. \ 

Claim 15 (amended) - A paint ball marker, comprising in combination: 

a grip; 
a trigger; 

a compressed gas source; 

a firing chamber, said firing chamber being hollow between a back plug and a 
barrel through which a paint ball is fired; \ 

a gas path extending between said compressed gas source and an entrance into 
said firing chamber, said gas path including at least one valve^thereon, said valve at least 
partially controlled by said trigger; \ 

a loading hole in said firing chamber forward of said back plug, said loading hole 
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passirigjaterally into said firing chamber, said loading hole at least as large as a paint ball 
to be fireoSout of said firing chamber; and 

whemh^id valve in said gas path is an activator valve driven by a ram having a 
piston residing w^nua blind bore, said blind bore having air pathways on either side of 
said piston leading to ^ Way valve coupled to said trigger, with said trigger movable to 
move said ram piston and said* activator valve. 

Claim 20 ^amended) - A paint ball marker, comprising in combination: 

a grip; \ 
a trigger; \ 

a compressed gas source; 

a firing chamber, said firing chamber being hollow between a back plug and a 
barrel through which apaint ball is fired; 

a gas path extending between said compressed gas source and an entrance into 
said firing chamber, said gas path including at least one valve thereon, said valve at least 
partially controlled by said trigger; 

a loading hole in said firing chamber forward of said back plug, said loading hole 
passing laterally into said firing chamber, said loading hole at least as large as a paint ball 
to be fired out of said firing chamber; 

wherein a door is located adjacent said loading hole, said door having an open 

position and a closed position; 

wherein said marker includes a ramWithin a cylindrical blind bore having a piston 
slidably located therein, said piston controlled by compressed gas from said compressed 
gas source selectively supplied to said blind\bore by movement or said trigger, said 
piston coupled to a rod which is arranged to control movement of said door between 
said open position and said closed position; and \ 

wherein said door includes a beveled surface, said door located within a door slot 
formed in said firing chamber adjacent said loading hole\aid door slot shaped and sized 
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A to ^commodate sliding of said door between said open position and said closed 
/ P osition>aloading slide having a beveled end which resides within a slide slot non- 
{P parallel wkhVid door slot and adjacent said door, said beveled end having a slope 
*** ' which co-acis v^dissaid bevel led surface of said door when said beveled end of said 
loading slide abuts s^id-bevel led surface of said door to cause said door to move from 
said closed position to saidbpen position, said loading slide coupled to a unity bracket, 
said unity bracket also coupledVsaid rod of said ram, such that said loading slide is 
caused to move when said rod is eauBeo^move by said trigger. ^ 
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